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As an international student who participated in the conference for the first time, I intend
to share my experience (as an on-site participant) through this report.

As a student, I consider this was an important opportunity for me to receive a precious
exposure to the unique “Japanese Rural Sociology” inpractice. I hereby report onmy learning
experience from some of the sessions where I was a participant. The second presentation of
the morning session on 19th of November, 2022 was titled “A comparative case—study of rural
land system in China and Japan” . The presented work piqued my interest with its relatedness
to different patterns of public and private ownership for land and rights for property use
among rural villages of two countries. An interesting attribute explained in the presentation
was about the Chinese village “collective” , which is a hybrid entity governed by both local

administration and community holding the ownership of land while peasants only have the right
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to use arable and residential land. This research highlighted the nature of individualization
of the Chinese rural societies, and specially on the prevalence of public ownership to land
in Chinese rural societies which had been recognized by the researcher as the last line of
defense to secure the rural life in China.

The theme session on “Action Research” was held on 20th of November, 2022. It was a
productive platform where knowledge was shared in a wide range from the evolution and future
prospects of Action research, food—policy related action, to sharing experience and findings
from action research conducted at rural (mountainous villages) locations of Japan. It was
wonderful to witness the real-field-implementation of community development through a video
documentary as well. While some researchers believe that societal change could be brought
about by policy changes and by inculcating development in similar ways used by religion so
as to be accepted by the people, some believe that the social scientists can perform an
important role by carefully observing societal change so as to become powerful agents in order
to design and facilitate the rural development process. As such, different viewpoints
generated through research work conducted by incredibly experienced rural sociologists were
shared among each other. The presentations were followed by mind-blowing discussions among
the presenters and the audience

Beyond the value of the content of the technical sessions, the conference made a remarkable
union of academic excellence with the participation of renowned scholars in the discipline
of Japanese Rural Sociology, whose philosophies were very unique and realistic. The atmosphere
at the conference was warm and welcoming. It enabled each other’ s’ free expression of
opinions where during the discussion sessions followed by presentations, both agreements and
disagreements were appreciated. I found this to be a key attribute which successfully allowed
the emergence of human imaginations that contributes not only to the advancement of the

academic discipline but to the overall social development process as the ultimate outcome.
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