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A-2  An International Comparative Study of Rural Land Systems: The Cases of Village C in
Jiangxi Province, China, and Village J in Iwate Prefecture, Japan
ZU0 Wenmin (Waseda University)

The land system is a crucial aspect in understanding our society and culture. Taking natural
villages in China and Japan as cases, the author attempts to compare differences between
China’ s rural land system under collective ownership and Japan's rural land system under
private ownership. The land system in China is the collective ownership systemunder socialism,
while the Japanese land system is a pluralistic ownership system dominated by private
ownership. Based on that, the author specifically analyzes the differences of land systems
between China and Japan, in terms of ownership, fixed asset tax, transaction, leasing,
inheritance and usage change of farmland and homestead, also compares the differences inpublic
land such as land for public administrative organizations, land for shrines/ancestral halls,
cemeteries, and public roads. The following is a summary of the key findings.

(1) In rural China, a household is the basic unit of ownership for land. In rural Japan,
the unit of ownership for land is the individual. While the Chinese rural land system is more
household—integrated, the Japanese rural land system is more individualistic.

(2) In rural China, the homestead primarily represents communal membership and welfare
characteristics. In rural Japan, the homestead primarily represents individual ownership
rights and property qualities. When contrasting the wealth of Chinese peasants with Japanese
farmers, it is important to consider the disparity in access to land.

(3) In some parts of China, the allocation of farmland and homesteads with welfare features
is becoming more challenging. In some parts of Japan, with depopulation of rural Japan, farmers
are unable to give up their private land and must pay a fixed asset tax to the local autonomous
body. The problem to be solved for collective ownership of rural land in China is mainly,
how to clarify responsibilities and improve efficiency. The problem to be solved by private
ownership of rural land in Japan is mainly how to unite the individual to develop communality.

(4) Tf the private ownership of land in rural Japan requires the payment of a fixed asset
tax to the local autonomous body, which reflects the tie between the local autonomous body
(and the state) and the farmers, the collective ownership of land in rural China reflects
the tie between the village collective and the peasants. The collective ownership of land
in rural China is an important force in strengthening community solidarity. The private
ownership of land in rural Japan, on the other hand, does not strengthen the community
solidarity, but rather strengthens the tie between the farmers and the local autonomous body
(and the state). The community solidarity function of the land system in rural Japan is weaker,

and they rely more on the development of social organizations to enhance community solidarity.
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The land system may also be a reason for the strong development of social organizations in
rural Japan. This, in turn, means that individuals who have already lost the land ties that
contribute to community solidarity, will lose the ties of social organizations that contribute
to community solidarity, once they flow out of the rural social organization to which they

belong, which undoubtedly greatly accelerates the degree of interpersonal detachment
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